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Willigm Earl of Kilmarnock. 


From the Time of his BizTH to that of 
his EXECUTI1ON. 
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The Proceedings againſt him; his Behaviour on, and 
after, his Trial; and his Laſt Dying Words at the 
Time of his being beheaded on Tower-Hill, Auguſt 
the 18th, 1746. 
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William Earl of Kilmarnock. 7 


So IT LLIAM BOYDE, Earl 

of K:/marnock, and Lord Boyde, | 
was deſcended of a very ancient 
Family, and takes his Title of 
Earl from a Royal Borough. of | 


that Name in the Shire of Cunningham.” Þ 
The firſt remarkable Man of his Family,” |} 
and the firſt who aſſumed the Surname of 
Boyde, was, as the Scottiſh Genealogiſts at- 
firm, Robert, the Son of Simon, third Son 
of Allan, Lord High Chancellor of Scotland, 
in the Year 1111, fo in Right of this Robert, 
from whom the Earl of Kilmarnock was li- 
really deſcended, this Branch of the Name 
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of Boyde claims to be Chief, and acted in that 
Capacity, when Chieftainſhip was in Repute 
in. that Part of the Country ; but for more 
than a Century and a Half, Chiefs in that 
Part of Scotland, neither have, nor claim 
any other Advantage, but that of Prece- 
dency. 

Seyeral in the Line of this Family, have 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves for their Bravery in 
the Field, as well as their Judgment in the 
Cabinet. In the Year 1263, Sir Robert Boyde 
gave ſignal Proofs of his Valour and mili- 
fary Skill in that famous Battle of the Largs, 
fought by the Scots, againſt the Norwegrans, 
Who attempted to make a Deſcent upon that 
Part of the Country ; for which he obtained 
a Grant from the Crown, of ſeveral Lands 
in the Shire of Cunningham. 

He was ſucceeded by another Sir Robert 
Boyde, who likewiſe exerciſed his Valour in 
Defence of his King and Country; and re- 
, ceived, as a Reward of his Services, the 
Lands of Kilmarnoch, from Robert the Firſt, 
then King of Scotland. 

Another of the Anceſtors was ſtiled Sir 
Alexander Boyde of Duncow ; this Branch 
ſucceeded to the Eſtate and Honours of Ki- 
marnuck, 

Robert, the firſt Lord Boyde, was ſucceed- 
ed by his Son Robert, who inherited from 
his Father all thoſe eminent Qualities which 
1 | » gave 


[5s] 
gave Luſtre to his high Birth; and in a ſhort 
Time gained ſuch a Share of Reputation 
and Popularity, that on the 25th of October, 
1466, he was, by Letters Patent, created 


Regent of Scotland, during the Minority of 


King James the Third. 


His Son, Thomas Lord Boyde, by his Fa- 


ther's Intereſt as Regent, married the 9 
Mary Stewart, eldeſt Siſter to King James III, 
who created him Earl of Arran. His Father 
ſent him Ambaſſador to Denmark, to treat 
of a Marriage be:ween the young King, his 
Brother-in-Law, and Margaret, a Daughter 
of that Crown, He ſucceeded in his Em- 
baſſy, eipouſcd the Daniſh Princeſs in the 
Name of his Maſter, and brought her fafe 
to the Firth of Leith, where the Queen 
landed. But his Encmies ſaw with Eny 

the high Honours to which he. was raiſed, 
and in his Abſence, prevailed on that Prince, 
ſo far as to ſacrifice to their Reſentment; 
not only the Earl, but all his Family; which 
he being informed of, returned to Denmark, 
without ſetting Foot on Shore, and carried 
his Wife the King's Siſter with him. In 
the Year 1470 going to pay a Viſit to the 
Dake of Burgundy, he dicd at Antwerp, and 
was honourably interred at the Expence 
of that Duke, who erected a magnificent 
Monument to his Memory, The old Lord 
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Boyde, his Father, alſo made his Eſcape to 
| Eng land, where he died in Peace. 


The Earl of Arran, by his Lady, the 


Lady Mary Stewart, left a Son, named 
3 who died without Iſſue and a 


aughter, who was firſt married to Alex- 
ander Forbes, Anceſtor of the Lord Forbes, 


and afterwards to David Kenedy, Earl of 
F Caffls, by both which Marriages ſhe had 
F The, The Lady Mary, Widow of the Earl 


| of Arran, in the Year 1474, married James 


Lord Hamilton, and in her Right, às de- 
ſcended from her that noble Family of Ha- 
milton was next in the Intail of the Crown 
of Scotland, after the Extinction of the Houſe 


of Stewart. 


The Earl of Arran's Son James dying 
without Iſſue, the Line was carried on by Sir 
Alexander, Son of Sir Alexander Boyde of 
Duncow, who by King James the F ourth, 
was reſtored to the Lands of Kilmar- 
rock, and the reſt of the Eſtate of his Fa- 
mily. 

Rebert, a Deſcendant of the aforeſaid Sir 
Alexander, was a Nobleman of an active 
Genius; and continued firm to the Intereſt 
of the unfortunate Queen Mary, and never 
deſerted her Cauſe, till by her imprudent 
Flight into Englund, ſhe put it out of the 
Power of her loyal and well-affected Subjects 


to do her any Service. Then indeed he 


complied 


( 57 ] 

_ complied with the Neceſſity of the Times, 
and the Humour of the People, in ſetting 
her Infant Son upon the Throne, without 
any Regard to the Mother's Title. 

Nothing remarkable paſſed in the Fami- 
ly, till Villiam ſucceeded to the Eſtate; 
who being a Man of Wit and Learning, 
made a Figure in the Court of King Charles II, 
who created him Earl of Kilmarnock; this 
Gentleman was ſucceeded, at his Deceaſe, 
by his eldeſt Son William, and he by his Son 
William, the third Earl of Kilmarnock, a 
Nobleman remarkably zealous in the Parlia- 
ment of Scotland, for the famous Act, called, 
The det of Security; but was ſomewhat 
wavering in his Conduct in relation to the 
Union; and affected, in the Beginning of 
that Affair, to join the Squadrone Volante; 
I mean that Party, headed by the Marqueſs '} 
of Tweeddale, who were diſtinguiſhed by that 
Name, on Account of their pretending .to 
join neither of the Parties, but to caſt the 
Balance between them: But the Earl, finding 
the Weakneſs, as well as the ſelfiſh Views 
of that Party, left them, and joined the 
Whigs, and thoſe who promoted the Union ; 
though, like many others who voted for it, 
he could have wiſhed it had been conducted 


with more Circumſpection, that the Means 
to bring it about had been leſs worthy of 
nne; and that the whole had put on a 


more. 
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more popular Aſpect. Fe died on the 224 
of November, in the Year 1717; leaving Iſſue, 
by Euphene, his Wife, Daughter to William 
2 Roſs, 

William, the Fourth Earl of Kilmarnock, 
the unbappy Subject of this Narration. He 
was but very young when his Father died ; 
but diſcoveqd an early Genius not unworthy 
the Dignity of his Birth: But his Father's 
Death leaving him too ſoon at Liberty to 
be his own Maſter, and the Indulgence that 
is generally given to young Noblemen, added 
to the natural Sprightlineſs of his T emper, 
ſoon gave him an Averſion to a rigorous 
Study of Letters, though he had made ſome 
Progreſs in Claffcal Learning, and had ac- 


quired ſome tolerable Notion of Philoſophy 


and Mathematics; but there was too much 


of the Volatile in his Diſpoſition, to conti- 


nue long at Exerciſes that required Applica- 


tian: He was more happy in acquiring thoſe 


which are called genteel Accompliſhments ; 
ſuch as Riding, Fencing, Dancing, and ſome 
Moſic; in all which he excelled, and was 


' juſtly eſteemed by Men of Taſte, a polite 


Gentleman. 

When he came to the Eſtate, it was 
tty much incumbered, and great Part of 

the old Patrimony alienated: The EarPs 


| Diſpoſition was by no Means turned to im- 


owe it by Parfimony ; on the contrary, as 


his 
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his Income was infinitely ſhort of what the 
Generoſity, or rather the Profuſeneſs of his 
Temper, would prompt him to ſpend, he 
found his Affairs daily growing worſe, and 
therefore thought of bettering his Circum- 
ſtances, by an advantageous Match : To this 
Purpoſe, he fixed his Eyes upon Lady Anme 
Livingſton, Daughter of James Earl of Lins 
lithgow and Callander, a young Lady of 
conſiderable Fortune, a great Beauty, and | 
every way accompliſhed to make the great- | 
eſt Prince happy: The Earl made his Ad- 
dreſſes to the Lady, but her Friends, who 
knew the low Ebb of his Fortune, refuſed 
their Conſent ; however his Lordfhip's agree- | 
2ble Perſon and gentee] Addreſs, raiſed 
Friend for him in the generous Lady's Bo- 
ſom, who is naturally an Enemy to Settle- 
ments, and other paternal Cautions: In ſhort, 
the young Lady married him without her 
Mother's Conſent, who was obliged to fub- 
mit when there was no Remedy. His Lord- 
ſhip, it is ſaid, proved but ungrateful for the 
Lady's Generoſity, and public Fame ſtrange- 
ly belied him, if ſhe had not too much Cauſe 
to complain of his Conduct; but as her La- 
dyſhip has both a large Share of Spirit, Wit, 
and good Senſe, they lived, if not happily, f 
at leaſt, civilly together. 1 
The Earl's Irregularities, added to the 
Guargs of a Family, at length reduced his 
Circum- 
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Circumſtances within ſuch narrow Limits, 
| that finding it difficult to ſupport himſelf 
with any tolerable Decency, he applied to 
the Britiſh Court for a Penſion, obtained it, 
i} j| and enjoyed it to the Time of his Entering 
into the late unnatural Rebellion. Moſt Peo- 
| ple look upon this Obligation tothe Court, 
* 8 a Circumſtance greatly aggravating his 
Crime, by mixing Ingratitude with Treaſon ; 

| but ſome are of Opinion that the Reality of 
this Aggravation depends upon the Nature 

| of the Penſion, and that we muſt firſt be 

| fatisfy'd whether it was a Royal Bounty or 
Aa. Miviſterial Bribe, before we venture to de- 
5 fie how far he was biameable merely on 

this Head. 

While the Rebellion was in embryo, we 
| Zng no Footſteps of his Lordſhip's being in 
the Plot. On the contrary before the Battle 
af Preflon- Paus he beſtirr'd himſelf in Oppo- 

ſition to that Party which he afterwards em- 

| | braced. Several Authors, who have given us 

Accounts of this Lord and his Suffering, pre- 

tend that it was his Lady that prevailed upon 

him to take this Step, being, as they ſay, at 

Edinburgh when the young Pretender enter- 

ed that City, and charmed her with his 
Military Appearance, and the Affability with 
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but this has been contradicted in ſuch a Man- 
ner, and at iuch a Time by his Lordihip, that 


| which he treated her and all the Ladies ; 
| we 
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cannot help giving Credit to what he 
ſaid. 
The Defeat of General Cope, at the Battle 
pf Preſton-Pans, elevated the TFacohrtes to 
ſuch a Degree, that they eſteemed it Mad- 
neſs and Infatuation in every Body, who did 
not immediately join their Standard: Among 
thoſe who did, the Earl of Kilmarnock was 
received by the young Chevalier with great 
Marks of Eſteem and Diſtinction; was de- 
clared of his Privy-Council, made Colonel of 
the Guards, and promoted to the Degree of 
a General. | 

How this Lord behaved in his new Capaci- 
ties of Stateſman and General, ſo foreign 
from his former Manner of Life is clearly 
known but to few; but common Report 
fays, that he conducted himſelf with Courage 
and Reſolution, till the Day of the Battle of 
Culloden, when, foreſeeing the Fate of his 
Party, he abſented himſelf from his Corps, 
and either confounded by his Fears, ar 
prompted by Deſpair, (chuſing the Hazard 
of Death, rather than live a Vagabond) he 
almoſt unaccountably fell into the Hands of 
the King's Troops, and rather ſurrendered 
himſelf, than was taken Priſoner. | 
It deſerves Obſervation, athat this Noble- 
man, when he was but Eleven Years of Age, 


then Lord Boyde, appeared in Arms in Com- 


pany with the Earl his F ather, and was much 
| taken 
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taken Notice of for his graceful Behaviour. 
This was in the Rebellion in the Year 1715, 
when his Father appeared at the Head of a- 
bove 500 of his own Men, in Defence of 
his Majeſty King George I; and happy had 
it been for his Son, had he exerted himſelf as 
ſtrenouuſly in Behalf of his preſent Majeſty, 
and not have degenerated from ſo noble an 
Example as his Father had left him. 

The Earl of Kilmarnock, having been 
committed Priſoner to the Tower of London, 
with the Earl of Cromertie, and the Lord Bal. 
merino, was, with them brought to his Try= 
al, on Monday, Fuly 28. 1746. and pleaded 
Guilty to his Indictment, On the Yeaneſ- 
day following the Lords Priſoners being 
brought up again to Weſtminſter, the Lord 
High Steward being ſeated on the Chair be- 
fore the Throne, his Grace, addreſſing him- 
{elf to the Earl of Kilmarnock, acquainted 
him, as we have already mentioned in 5 
23, and 24. that as his Lordſhip had thoug 
proper to plead Guilty to the Indictment 
found againſt him, he had thereby confeſſed 
the ſeveral Crimes and Treaſons with which 
he was therein charged; and therefore he now 
deſired to know if he had any thing to offer, 
why Sentence-of Peath ſhould not be paſted 
upon him. 
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His Lordſhip then addreſſing himſelf to 


his Grace the Lord High Steward, and the 


Houſe, delivered the following Speech. 
May it pleaſe Your Grace and my Lords, 


HAVE already, from a due Senfe 
Jof my Folly, and the Heinouſneſs of 
* thoſe Crimes, with which I ſtand charg- 
© ed, acknowledged myſelf Guilty, and ob- 


* noxious to thoſe Puniſhments, which the 
cc 


Laws of this Land have wilely provided 
2 Offences of ſo deep a Dye. Nor would 
4 have your Lordſhips to ſuſpect, that what 
mw 1 am now to offer, is intended to exte- 
% nuate thoſe Crimes or palliate myOffences; 
* No, I mean only to addreſs myſelf to ycut 
Lordſhips merciful Diſpoſition, to excite 


e ſo much Compaſſion in your Lordſhips 


«© Breaſts as to prevail on your Grace, and 
* this Honourable Houſe, to intercede with 
e his Majeſty for his Royal Clemency. 

„ Though the Situation I am now in, 
and the Folly and Raſhneſs which has 


* expoſed me to this Diſgrace, cover me- 


« with Confuſion, when I think of the un- 
* ſullied Honour of my Anceſtors; yet I 
* cannot help mentioning their unſhaken 
Fidelity and ſteady Loyalty to the Crown, 
* as a proper Subject to excite that Com- 


2 1 which I am now ſolliciing: My 
Father 
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© Father was an early and ſteady Prietid to 
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the Revolution, and was very active ir 
„ promoting every Mcaſure that tended to 
& © ſettle and ſecure the Proteſtant Succeſſion 
e in theſe Kingdoms; and particularly in 


that great Event, that gave the finiſhing 
bt © Hand to the Eſtabliſhment of the preſent 


© illuſtrious Family; I mean the Union of 
* the Kingdoms: He not only in his pub- 
© lic Capacity promoted theſe Events, but 
ein his Private ſupported them; and brought 
me up, and endeavoured to inſtill into 
te my early Years, thoſe Principles of the 
« Revolution which had always been the 
* Rule of his Actions. 

* It had been happy for me, my Lords, 
te that I had always been influenced by his 
« Precepts, and acted up to his Example: 
“ Yet, I believe, upon the ſtricteſt Enguiry 
« it will appear, that the whole Tenure 
* of my Life, from my firſt entering into 
the World, till the unhappy Minute in 
« which I was ſeduced to join in this Re- 
« bellion, has been agreeable to my Duty 
« and Allegiance, and conſiſtent with the 
© ſtricteſt Loyalty. 

For the Truth of this, I need only 
« appeal to the Manner in which I have 
% educated my Children; the Eldeſt of 
« whom has the Honour to bear a Com- 
« miſſion under his Majeſty, and has ak 
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* ways behaved like a Gentleman. I brought | 
© him up in the true Principles of the Revo» | 


<< Jation, and an Abhorrence of Popery and 
« Arbitrary. Power: His Behaviour is known 
* to many of this Honourable Houſe, and 
* therefore I take the Liberty to appeal to 
* your Lordſhips, if it is pothble that my 
. ee in his Education ſhould have 


mily in Ruin: Had my Mind at that 


« Time been tainted with Diſloyalty and 


« Diſaffection, I could not have diſſembled 


* Children. 

<« Have endeavoured, as much as my 
Capacity or Intereſt would admit, to be 
© ſerviceable. to the Crown on all Occaſt- 
ons; and even at the breaking out of the 
Rebellion, I was ſo far from approving 
e their Meaſures, or ſhewing the lealt Prone- 
e neſs'to. promote heir unnatural Scheme, 
* that by my Intereſt in K:i/marneck. and 
* Places adjacent, I prevented Numbers 
* from joining them, and encouraged the 
* Country, as much as poſſible, to continue 
s firm to their Allegiance; 


G 
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© been attended with ſuch Succeſs, if I had 
not myſelf been fincere in thoſe Princi- 1 
— ples, and an Enemy to thoſe Meaſures 1 
« which have now involved me and my Fa- 


ſo cloſely from my own Family, but ſome , 
« Tincture of it would have devolved to my 


« V her 1 
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80 When the unhappy Hour came, that 
el became a Party, which was not till after 
© the Battle of Prefton-Pans, I was far from 
* being a Perſon of any Conſequence amongſt 
them; I neither provided Arms, nor raiſed 
20A ſingle Man for their Service; whilſt I 
continued with them, I endeavoured to 

* moderate their Cruelty, and was happily 
< inſtrumental in faving the Lives of many 
of his Majeſty's loyal Subjects, whom 
they had taken Priſoners; I afliſted the 
* Sick and Wounded, and did all in my 
Power to make their Confinement tole- 
*« rable. I had not been long with them 
© before I ſaw my Error, and reflected with 

Horror on the Guilt of ſwerving from 
| * my Allegiance to the beſt of Sovereigns; 
A the Diſhonour which reflected upon my- 

„ ſelf, and the fatal Ruin which it neceſ- 
* farily brought upon my Family. I then 
% determined to leave them, and ſubmit my- 
% ſelf to his Majeſty's Clemency ; ; for that 
4 purpoſe I 1 myſelf from my Corps 
at the Baitle of Culladen, and ſtayed to 
4 ſurrender myſelf a Priſoner, though I had 
if frequent Opportunities, and might haie 
UE: © eſcaped with great Eaſe, for the Truth of 

Which I appeal to the Perſon to whom I 
( ſurrendered. 

1 « It is with the utmoſt Abhorrence and 
„ Peteſtation, I bave ſeen a Letter * 
mm n AF «K-the 
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he 


Miniſter, but who, by all Parties, is allowed | 


to 


Piety. 


On Friday, Auguſt 1, his Lordſhip being 
brought down, with the two other Rebe 
Lords, to Weſtminſter, with them received 
Sentence of Death, after which he had no- 
thing to do but to prepare for the final Ex- 
ecution of it, in which melancholy Buſineſs 


67 
the French Court, preſuming to dictate to 
a Britiſh Monarch the Manner he ſhould | 
deal with his rebellious Subjects; I am 
not fo much in love with Life, nor ſo 
void of a Senſe of Honour, as to expect 
it upon ſuch an Interceflion; I depend 
only upon the merciful Interceſſion of this i 
Honourable Houſe, and the innate Cle- 
mency of his ſacred Majeſty. 8 
« But if, my Lords, if all I have offered 
is not a ſufficient Motive to your Lordſhips ; 
to induce you to employ your Intereſt F 
with his Majeſty, for his Royal Clemency {| 
in my Behalf, I ſhall lay down my Life 
with the utmoſt Refignation; and my laſt 
Moments ſhall be employed in fervent : 
Prayer for the Preſervation of the illuſtri- 
ous Houſe of Hanover, and the Peace 
and Proſperity of Great-Britain.” 3 


was aſſiſted by Mr. Foſter, a Diſſenting 


be a Gentleman of great Learning and Bf 
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| Mr, * tells us, that the firſt Acceſs he 
had to the Earl of Kilmarnock, was on 


4 the 7th of Auguft in the Evening, 


very ſoon after the Order for his Admittance 


1 was pen to General Williamſon 


He introduced his ſerious Dif de with 
him in this Manner : ----- That being de- 
_ to aſſiſt him, in his Preparation for 

he important and awful Scene that was 

efore him, he could not decline, however 
it might ſhock his Nature, ſuch a neceflar 
Act of Humanity, that, within the Scope 
and Limits of his Character, he readily de- 
voted his utmoſt Services to him: But told 
him, that it would be abſolutely indecent 
in him, to attempt to meddle with. the 


"Civil Part of the Affair between the Govern- 


ment and his Lordſhip, unleſs he was pro- 
perly called upon, and then he would fairly 
and impartially declare the Truth, That he 
ok it for granted, from his Lordihip's 
{ending for him, that he would allow him 
to. freely with him, and did not expect 
70 b flattered, nor to have the Malignity of 
his Crimes diſguiſed or ſofiened: For the 
Wound of his Mind, occaſioned by his pub- 
lic and private Vices, muſt be probed: and 
ſearched to the Bottom, before it could be 
capable of receiving, any Remedy ; and that 
ift he diſapproved of this Method, he thought 
| be . be of no Service to him, and 2 


ſired 
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ſired to be excuſed from any farther Attend- 


ance. , 


His Lordſhip allowed of what Mr. Fofter 
ſaid, that it would be unbecoming in him 
to interfere in Things remote from his Office, 
and ſaid, he did not ex pect, nor would ever 
urge any Thing he thought inconſiſtent with 
it; that Simplicity and Freedom of Speech 
were the only Things that could do him 
Good; and that it was now no Time to pre= || 
varicate with him, and play the Hypccrite 
with God, before whoſe Tiibunal he might 
ſo ſhortly appear. 4 1 

Mr. Foſter, in the next Place, to awaken 
him thoroughly to a due Senſe of his Guilt, 
perſuaded him to look upon himſelf as a. 
Criminal, whoſe Sentence of Death was ſcarce 
more juſt, than the Execution of it was in- 
evitable, Self- Preſervation, and the Loye of 
Life, it is obvious, are not only ſtrong Prin- 
ciples in human Nature, but to one in my 
Lord's Circumſtances, very inſinuating and 
dangerous Principles: e therefore preſſed 
him earneſtly, not to ſuffer himſelf to he 
amuſed by vain and deluding Hopes, and 
told him, that by what he could collect from 
the general Senſe of the People, and the Pub- 
lick Call for Juſtice, there was no Probability | 
of his obtaining a Reprieve; and that while 
his Mind was ſuſpended between Hope and Þþ 
Fear, it muſt be proportionably diſtrafted ; * 
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and, of Conſequence, unable to recollect and 
exert its whole Strength and Force in ſuch 


| a Manner, as was neceſſary to produce in 


him that deep Contrition and bitter Remorſe, 
for his heinous and aggravated Crimes, and 
that true Temper of Penitence, which a- 
lone could recommend him to the Divine 


Lord Kilmarnock reply d, That indeed 


| when he conſulied his Reaſon, and argued 
| calmly with himſelf, he could ſee no pro- 


bable Ground: on which to. expect Mercy; ; 


but ſtill the Hope of Life would often in- 


trude itſelf: And he was afraid, that this 
' might be attended with another ill Conſe- 


quence beſides what Mr. Foſter had men- 
tioned : That is, that when the Warrant for 
his Execution came down, he ſhould not 
only have the Terror of the Sentence to con- 


flict with, but alſo the Diſappointment of 


his too fond and flattering Hope. He there- 
fore afſured him, that he endeavoured to the 


' utmoſt of his Power, to repel it; and that 


— 6＋· . 
: 


the main bent of his Thoughts was towards 
the infinitely more momentous Concern of 
perfecting his Repentance, and preparing for 


Death and Eternity. 

As to the great Crime of his Rebellion, 
for which he had merited, and juſtly re- 
ceived the Sentence of Death, he expreſſed 


Ne without the leaſt Hefiation, or R 
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ſerve ; and aſſured the Reverend Gentleman 
who attended him, That in the Hours of his 
Confinement and Solitude, he had felt it lye 
as a ſevere and heavy Load upon his Soul; 
and particularly upon theſe two Accounts, 
which were liar Aggravations of his 
Guilt: That he had been a Rebel againſt 
his Conſcience and inward Principles; and 
in Violation of his Oath ſolemnly and often 
repeated, We 

To this Mr, Foſter replied, That indeed 
the Breach of his Oath, one of the moſt 
Sacred of all religious and ſocial Ties, and 
acting in direct Repngnance to thoſe Revo- 
lution Principles which he had formerly pro- 
feſſed, and from which in Sentiment he 
never ſwerved, were high Aggravations f 
his Wickedneſs, and ſhould ſtrike his Mind 
with the deepeſt Remorſe and Horror : But 
that he ought to extend his Reflections far- 
ther, in order to take in the whole Compaſs ' 


of his Guilt, with all its dreadful Circum- | 


ſtances; that ſo foul a Crime could not be 
ſincerely repented of without the bittereſt 
Contrition and Humiliation of Soul; in 
order to which, a full View of its Malignity, 
both in its Nature and Conſequences, was 


abſolutely neceſſary. He therefore repreſented 
to him, that the Rebellion in- which he had 


raſhly engaged, was entirely unpro oked and 
ungrateful, and, of Conſequence, moſt unjuſt 
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| Crown was, even in his ordfhip's own 


Opinion, inconteſtable, and his Government 


OS — — 


had ever been mild and raciops ; and that, 


in the fame Period of Time, the Subject 


14 had never enjoy'd, ſince the Conqueſt, that 
14! is, for near 700 Years, ſuch a Coùrſe of un- 
14 I interrupted and uncontroled Liberty, as ſince 


the Acceſſion of the preſent Roydl Family 


4 to the Throne. He told him farther, that 


by joining the Rebels, he had not only at- 


ſtroy the national Happineſs, and fruſtrate 


Terror through the Land, obſtructing Com- 
| | merge, giving a Shock to the public Credit, 
| in the Depredation and Ruin of his Country; 
and ought to conſider himſelf as an Acceſ- 

l  fary to innumerable private Oppreſſions and 


; 
| ſtrumental in diffuſing Conſternation and 


it ; Murders : His Lordſhip added, with a ſen- 
: file Concern, Yea, and murders 0 . the In- 
nocent too! The Whole of this Charge he 
| readily admitted, and trequently with Tears, 
| and offering up ſhort tervent Petitions to God 


for Mercy. 


h 8 Tendency was to the utter Sub- 
ö 


| extirpate 
| | 


— 


>| and unnatural; that the Rings Right to the 


' tacked the perſonal Rights of the King and 
his illuſtrious Houſe, but endeavoured to de- 


the Hopes of Poſterity ; that he had been in- 


But When Mr. F:/ter. mentioned to him 
the Conſequences of the Rebellion, that its 


vel ſion of our excellent free Conſtitution, to 
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extirpate our Holy Religion, and introduce 


the monſtrous Superſtitions and Cruelties of 
Popery, and the unbounded Miſchiefs of 


Arbitrary Power : ------- Here he at firſt he- 


ſitated, and did not ſeem to have ſo clear a 
Conviction as Mr. Fofter thought was ne- 
ceſſary to render his Repentance complete. 


He told him, that he had conſidered this as 


a Thing poſſible, or, at moſt, as a remotely 
probable Conſequence, but had not. looked 
upon it as ſo cloſely connected with the Suc- 


ceſs of the Rebellion, as was generally ima- 


gined. That, as far as he could learn from 


all the Converſations he had with the Pre- 


tender's Son, and all the Knowledge he 
could gain of his Sentiments, he was not a 


Perſon that had a real Concern for any out- 
ward Profefſion of Religion; he thought 


therefore, that to introduce Popery, he 
would not run the Riſque of defeating his 
main Deſign; that the Experience, which 
his pretended Family had had of the ill Effects 
of making any violent Artacks upon the 
Conftitution and Liberties of this Country, 
would make him cautious. and deliberate ; 


or hoped, that the generous invincible Spirit 


of Britiſh Liberty would render all ſuch 
Attempts unſucceſsful: For that he himſelf 


was never, in the utmoſt Heat of his Rebel 
lion, a Well-wiſher to tyrannical Power and 
Popery, which laſt he could never embrace, 


without 


— 


| [74] 
without entirely renouncing his Underſtand- 
* ing as a Man. n 
To which Mr. Foſter anſwered, that he 
[|| was ſorry to find his Lordſhip had been im- 
"7 poſed upon by ſuch vain and fallacious Rea- 
4  Joning ; that if what he had faid of the Son 

|| was really true, yet the Father, whole ſpu- 


rious Claim he came to aſſert, was, by all 

Accounts, an inflexible Biggot to the Romiſh 

| Superſtition ; that it could not be imagin'd, 

but that the young Pretender allo, having 

| been chiefly educated at Rome, thought him- 
N 
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ſelf under the ſtrongeſt Obligations to pro- 
mote the ſame Cauſe, that the Manifeſto 
be had publiſhed was in the ſame Stain 
with the Declaration of King James II, 
| ©z3. that he intended to allow to all Eis 
| Subjects. free Liberty of Conſcience, which, 
| the Proteſtant People of England plainly 
ſaw, was intended to open Popiſh Maſs- 
'} Houſes, and, under the Colour of this In- 
| || dulgence to bring in a Swarm of Prieſts to 
'' corrupt and poiſon the Land, that without 
doubt, the Courts of France and Spain would 
never have attempted to ſupport this Uſur- 
pation, without havipg directly ſtipulated in 
| favour of Popery, and for the Extirpation 
of the Proteſtant Religion, the great Sup- 
port of Britiſh Liberty; that if, through 
Puſillanimity and Conſternation of the Peo- 
ple, (who, by collecting the goth * of 
+ their 
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their Force, were able to have trampled down 
the Rebels under their Feet, and to have ex- 
tinguiſhed every Spark of this unnatural 
Conſpiracy) they ſhould have come into Poſ- 
ſeſſion of preſent Power; yet it could not 
be imagined, but that the King, (who was' 
a great Prince in Virtue of his foreign Do- 
minions, and who would be ſupported by 
the Proteſtant States of Europe, and, in all 
Probability, by the Houſe of Auſtria too, 
in order to preſerve a juſt Balance, and re- 
ſtrain the exorbitant Power of France) muſt 
make long and vigorous Efforts to recover 
his legal Right; that the Pretender's Go- 
vernment could therefore never be eſtabliſh'd, 
without a French Standing Army to inſult 
and awe the Nation : Which would only be 
granted upon Condition of our making a 
haſty and inglorious Peace, betraying the 
moſt important and valuable Parts of our 
Commerce, and ſeems to render the Sacrifice 
of our Religion and Liberties, not only highly 
probable, but abſolutely inevitable. | 

This was the Subſtance of the Converſa- 
tion between Lord Kilmarnock and Mr. 
Foſter upon this Head ; in the Cloſe of which 
my Lord declared, That he ſaw theſe Con- 
ſequences in a quite different Light from 
what they had ever appeared to him in be- 
fore, and ſincerely lamented his having any 
Hand in entailing ſuch Evils upon his Coun- 
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| ticular, the Love of his Country: So that. 


(76) 
try. And when Mr. Foſter told him, That 
he ſuppoſed he had never allowed himſelf 
to enter deeply and ſeriouſly into the Subject; 
my Lord ſaid, That in Truth, he was not 
very fond of thinking much about it, but 


rather inclined tb flatter and delude him- 


ſelf. 

When Mr. Fofter aſked him, what could 
be his Motive to engage thus in the Rebel- 
lion againſt his Conſcience, in Defiance of 

„and in Violation of Sacred Oaths, and, 
conſequently, in Contempt of all Laws Di- 
vine and Human, all Ties of juſtice and 
Honour? My Lord anſwered, That the true 
Root of all was his careleſs and diſſolute Life, 
by which he had reduced himſelf to great 
and perpkxing Difficulties; that the Exigen- 
cy ot his Affairs was in particular very preſ- 


{ing at the Time of the Rebellion; and that, 


beſides the general Hope he had of mending 
his Fortune by the Succeſs of it, he was 
alſo tempted by another Proſpect of retriev- 
ing his Circumſtances, if he followed the 
Pzetender's Standard. His Love of Vanity 


and Addictedneſs to Inmpurity and ſenſual 


Pleaſure, he faid, had not only brought 
Pollution and Guilt upon his Soul, but de- 
baſed his Nea ſon, and, for a Time, ſuſpend- 
ed the Exetciſe of his ſocial Affections which 
were by Nature ſtrong in him, and, in par- 


His 


(77 ] 
his Rebellion was a kind of deſperate Scheme; 
proceeding originally trom his Vaces, to ex- 
tricate himſelf from the Diſtreſs of his Cir- 
cumſtances. 

Mr. Fefter told him, that he hoped he was 
ready to acknowledge the Wiſdom of Pro- 
vidence, in fo ſettling the Frain and Order 
of Things in the moral World, as that a 
Life of Levity and Extravagance, naturalty 
led to the other maſt fatal Extreams. And 
this Perſuaſion would make him humble in 
his preſent Condition, and thoroughly re- 
ſigned to the Will of Heaven. * 

My Lord himſelf went farther, and fac | 
% That it was not only a wiſe and righteous, 
but might, to him, be a good and er- 
* cital Providence; that he had often ab- 
* knowledged it to God as an unſpeakable 
Mercy to his Soul, that he did not fall 
at the Battle of Culloden, quite unreflect- 
„ing and impenitent; that if the Rebellion 
* had; been ſucceſsful, he ſhould have gone 
on oy his Guilt, - and have had 
many more reflions and Murders 16 
* account. for In God, and that it was 
** molt likely, that he would: ha ve continued 
to purſue his od Courſe of Guilt and In- 
„ famy, without ever recollecting himlelfi; 
** or. entertaining any ſerious Thoughts: of 
* Repentance.” He ſaid, that ho was con- 
any endeavouring to work hirgfelf* to 
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greater Penitence, and a more complete 
Temper of Reſignation, as well knowing 
that from thence alone his true Comfort and 
rational Calmneſs of Mind could ſpring; 
and that he had often made uſe of theſe 
Words of Chriſt, Father, if it be poſſible, 
let this Cup 774 from me: Nevertheleſs not 
as I will, hut as thou wilt ; ------ but had 
ſometimes been check'd by this Thought, that 
I was a Mixture of Profaneneſs with Piety, 
for him who had been ſo great a Sinner, 
and deſerved Death, to addreſs himſelf to 
God in the ſame Language with his bleſſed 
Saviour, which was perfectly innocent. 
. .. Beſides impreſſing upon his Mind a deep 
Senſe of his public Guilt, Mr. Fo/ter urged 
him to a ſincere Recollection of all his more 
private Vices: And told him, That he ſhould 
not endeavour to excuſe and palliate, but re- 
preſent them to his Mind with all their Ag- 
gravations; that the great Buſineſs of the 
ſhort Time of Life, which ſeemed at preſent 
to be allotted; to him, ſhould be to ſoften 
and humble his Soul, and to make his Sor- 
row and Repentance for his Sins more deep 
and lively, and acquire a Diſpoſition of 
Mind, alienated as much as poſſible from 
the Love and Reliſh of his former Impuri- 
ties; that without this he could have no- 


thing to recommend him to God's Mercy, 


nor any well-grounded hope of it; and it 


would 
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would be impoſſible for him to enjoy the 
Spiritual and ſublime Happineſs of Heaven, 
even if he ſuppoſed that he might be ad- 
mitted to reſide in Heaven; that the moſt 
effectual Method he could take to get a 
ſtrong Deteſtation of, and Averſion to Sin, 
was to refle& frequently on the Malig- 
nity, Deformity, and Horror of it in #- 
ſelf, as a Stain to his Reaſon; and the 
moſt ignominious Depreſſion of his Nature, 
as perverting that wiſe and beautiful Order 
which God had eſtabliſhed in the Creatiof, 
and deſtroying that Perfectien and Happi- 
neſs among reaſonable Beings, for which he 
originally formed them; as a. -Contrariety 
to his pure and ſpotleſs Excellence, an Af- 
front to his ſupreme: Authority, a Contempt 
of all his Promiſes of Mercy to the Peni- 
tent and Ingratitude againſt the beſt of Be- 
ings, to whom he was under the higheſt 
Obligations, and whoſe Goodneſs is unmea- 
ſurable and infinite. 8 

After ſome more Diſcourſe of the like 
kind, my Lord deſired Mr. Foſter would 
adminiſter the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper to bim, which at firſt he declined, 
without ablolutely refuſing it. His Reaſon 
was that he did not chooſe to do it, till 
he had Authority from General William- 
ſon to tell him, that there remained no 
Hoe of bis Life. Then he thought he 
>. (hculd I 
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ſhotild have clearer Evidence if he Mill D 
continued ingenuous in his Temper, if his. 
Confeſſions and Repentance were ſincere; 
and. he conſented at laſt only u upon Con- I] 
dition, that my Lord would allow Mr. 
Fowler, the . of the Tow- 
er to be preſent, and renew his Acknow- 
ledgments before him. 

My Lord K:/marnock made no . 
* and the Queſtions Mr. Foſter p 
poſed to him, together with his —— 
were in ſubſtance as follows: 

Do you acknowledge, with deep Peni- 
tence and Contrition, the Guilt of the late 
unprovoked, unnatural and wicked Rebellion 
in which you gngaged ; the Share you had, 
by being involved in it, in the Op preflions 
and Murders of your Fellow Subjcfts, and i 
the Deſolation. and Spoil of your native 
Country; your great Guilt in rebelling a- 
gainſt your juſt and lauful King, and a- 
* a mild and gracious Government? 
1 

Are you ready to declare, that it is your 
ſtedfaſt Reſolution to perſiſt in this hum- 
ble Confeſſion to the laſt, and to pray for 
the Proſperity. of King George, the Eſta- 
bliſhment of his Royal Houſe, and the Wel- 
fare and Peace of your Country, with your 
dying Breath? J readily declare this to be my 


Head) Purpoſe, | 
Do 
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ſtilſ po you alſo, with Shame atid Hamilia- 
hin before God, acknowledge the Irregulati- 
ces and Exceſſes of your private Life; and 
on · I you endeavour to form your Mind to 
Mr 2 and deeper Repentance fot both 
40 blick and more perſonal Crirnes ? 
OW. is ny Reſolution; which I will adbere 
oy the 2 -AS of God. h 

pleaſed to declare, that you expect no 
A at all from receiving the Sacrament, 
your Remorſe and Penitence be not fin- 
e I do not think, that it will be off any 
vice to me. 
In the laſt Place, Mr. Foſter defired' the 
wr! of Kilmarnock to declare, what of his 
n Accord he had mer.:toned to him be- 
re; That he would conſider himſelf, im 
is Act of receiving the Sacrament under 
s preſent critical and melancholly Circum=- 
inces, as making an implicit Appeal ta 
od, that he expected no Mercy from him, 
his Confeſſions were feigned and hypo- 
fitical; and that he looked upon the Death 
ur Þ Chriſt (which he was then ſolemnly to 
commemorate as a Ratification of God's 
ovenant of Mercy to unteigned humble 
enitents, and to tbem alone) as both a 
rong Encouragement and Motive to him, 
Pendeavour to ſtrengthen and perfect his 
NY fepentance. 7 _—_ ider the whole of this 's 
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he Light, in which it has now been repr 
ſented. 

Mr. Foſter adds, that all the Confeſſio 
of this unfortunate Lord appeared to hi 
to be free and ingenuous : He never ſcrup| 
the Queſtions that were aſked him, u. 
took the leaſt Time to meditate and pr. 
pare an Anſwer, His Confeſſions, lik 
wiſe, were perfectly conſiſtent and uniforr 
and never varied as to the general Subſtanc 
and in no other Circumſtance than thi 
which will be thought perhaps to redou 
to his Honour, that he continued to tt 
laſt recollecting and ſearching himſelf, a 
declaring particular Incidents as they occ 
red to him, which tended, upon the who 
not. to the Extenuation, but to the Heigh 
ening of his Crime. And a few Days b 
fore his Death, he ſaid, that he thought | 
ſhould rather prefer the ſpeedy Execution 
the Sentence, which was juſtly paſſed up 
him, than a longer Continuance in Life, 
he was ſure that he ſhould be again entan! 
led by the Snares and Temptations to whic 
he had formerly yielded: What would n 
ally be the Event, if he was let looſe amo 
the Gaieties and Pleaſures of Life, he did n 
certainly know, and ſomewhat dreaded ; b 
in the Declaration he had made, be thoug 
he found himſelf clear, 
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Heavy Charges of Inhumanity and Cru- 
elty, Mr. Foſter told him, were ſpread a- 
mong the People concerning him ; and b 


many believed. He deſired him therefore 
to be honeſt and free in clearing his Conſci- 
ence of ſuch a Load of moſt unnatural '} 
Guilt, by anſwering to the following Inter- 
rogations, which included in them the Sub- 


ſtance of theſe Charges. 


Here are ſubjoined, for the Peruſal of the | 
Public, the Queſtions which Mr. Fofter 


propoſed, and afterwards tranſcribed from a 


Paper written before he went to the Tow- il 
er, and Lord K:/marnock's diſtinct Reply to 


each. 


Was your Lordſhip preſent in the Pre- ö 
tender's Council at Inverneſs, or any otber 
Place, before the Battle of Culloden, where 


it was propoſed to deſtroy the Priſoners ta- 
ken by the Rebels? 


I can moſt ſincerely and freely Anſiver, No. 


Was you ever preſent in Council where 


this was propoſed? No. 


No. 
Did you ever ſign ſuch an Order? No. 

Did you ever carry an Order of this kind 
to the French General Stapleton? Did you, 
in his Preſence, approve of ſuch an Order? 
Did you at any Time, hearing it had been 


communicated to. him, encourage and ex- || 
cite 


H 2 
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Did you ever move for ſuch an Order? | 


| 


1 
| 
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cite him to the Execution of it. To all 


| Fl! which my Lord anſwered in the fame Man- 


4 ner, No. 
a Thing, or an Order to give. no Quarter, 
Rebel Army, till you was taken by the 


Or do you know yourſelf guilty of any Cru- 


elties, by you authoriſed, or committed, 


againſt the King's Soldiers, or Subjects. taken 


1 ben by the Rebels? The Anſwer to 
| both, theſe Queſtions was the ſame as be- 


fore. 
| As to what paſſed in the Church of Se. 
NMinias, he told Mr. Foſter, that he knew 


of the Rebel Army, be was at ſome Diſtance 


Church, of which be could never get any 
but an indiſtinct and confuſed Account; 
| that it was repreſented by the Rebels as ac- 


. cidental; but concerning this he could cer- 


| tainly. fay nothing, only as to bimfelf he ſo- 
lemnly declared, that he bad no Knowledge 


ll] hefore-hand of, nor any Concurrence in a 


| dehign'd Act of Cruelty, Mr. Fofter told 


| him: however, that he was charged with an 
1 lnſtance of Barbarity to the Pritoners con- 


fined 
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Did you ever know, or hear, that ſuch 
was, debated, or agreed to, or ſigned in the 


King's Forces, and a Priſoner at Inverneſs? : 


il nothing. at all of it, till, upon the Retreat: 


from Stirling, where he had been confined' 
to his Bed by a Fever; that the firſt Notice 
he had of it, was the Noiſe of blow ing up the 
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ned in the Church at Inverneſs. And the 
\ccount which he gave of the Fact, is as 
ollows: That there were Orders iſſued by 
he Pretender's Son, to ſtrip them of their 
loathing for the Uſe of ſome of the High- 
and Rebels; that the Warrant for executing 
his Order was ſent to him, that he did not 
enter the Church in Perſon, but committed' 
he Execution of it to an inferior Officer ; 
that the Priſoners, at firſt, refuſed to ſubmit, 
upon which there was a ſecond: Order, and 
their Cloaths were taken from them; but 
that in the mean Time, the Perſon ſtile 
the French Ambaſſador, repreſented to him; 
that this was an Outrage, which he ſcarce 
thought juſtifiable by the Law of Nations, 
and the Rules of War; he therefore, while 
the Cloaths lay in Heaps, with proper Cen- 
tinels-over them, in the Streets of Inverneſs,. 
went up to the Pretender's Son, and repre- 
ſented the Matter in the Light in which 
the French Ambaſſador had ſtated it, and ac- 


cording to what were his own Sentiments 
likewile ; upon which, as it was feared that” 


ſuch Uſage might make an ill Impreſſion 
upon the Minds of the People, the Cloaths 


were again reſtored; and this, he averred 
to Mr. Fofter, was the whole of the Truth, 


as far as it ever fell under his Know- 
ledge. 


— — 


386 
Mr. Fofter ſays for his own Part he muſt 
do the unhappy Criminal the Juſtice too 
awn, that he never appeared, during the 
Courſe of his Attendance upon him, to be 
of any other than a foft benevolent Diſpo- 
fition. His Behaviour was always remark- 
ably mild and temperate, He could diſ 
cern, he fays, no Reſentment, no Diſturb- 
ance or Agitation in him. But indeed he 
feared this (as Perſons in his melancholy Cir- 
cumſtances are generally apt to think, that 
they ought to have the Preference in Caſes 
of Reprieve or Pardon) when he was firſt 
informed of the Earl of Cromertie's Reprieve, 
and thcrefore, in the Morning before he 
waited on him, he prepared himſelf to quiet 
and-mollify his Mind. But one of the fult Þ 
Things that my Lord faid to him was, 
that he was extremely glad that the King's 
Mercy had been ſhewn to Lord Cromertze. 
Mr. Foſter ſaid, he hoped his Lordſhip 
did not think he had any Injuſtice done to 
him? His Anſwer was, not the leaſt. I 
have pleaded Guilty, ſaid he, I entirely ac- 
quieſce in the Juſtice of my Sentence, and if 
Mercy be extended to another, I can have 
no Reaſon to complain, when nothing but 
Juſtice is done to me. I do not believe, 
continued his Lordſhip, that my not being 
reprieved is owing to any Defect of Cle- 
mency in the King, who, by all Accounts 
| I ever 
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or that it ſprings from any particular Re- 
ntment or Prejudice againſt me, either in 
is Majeſty, or in the Duke; but from 
dme Diſtinction that they thought there 
as in the Circumſtances of Lord Cro- 
ertie's Guilt and mine, or elle from the 
mublic Demand for Juſtice, which made it 
infit that two out of three ſhould be te- 
rieved. From this Way of thinking and 
liſcourſing, he never, Mr. Foſter lays to his 
Knowledge, varied to the laſt, 

That Reverend Gentleman here adds an- 
other, and, as he thinks, a great and un- 
queſtionable Inſtance of Lord K/marnock's 
Ingenuity, He had been charged, and he 
imagined with a juſt Foundation, with 
having uttered a Falſhood, when he ſaid 
in his Speech at the Bar of the Houſe of 
Lords, that it was very eaſy for him to have 
eſeaped This he till thought was true upon 
the Rebel Army's firſt giving Way, as the 
greateſt Part of that Body actually did 
eſcape, with whom he was joined. But 
after he had ſeparated himſelf from them, 
and was advanced any conſiderable Way to- / 
wards the King's Troops, he believed that 
his Eſcape was not practicable. But tho 
ze hoped that this would clear him from the 
mputation of having wiltully prevaricated 
the Inſtance already mentioned; yet he 
| owned, 
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owned, that in another, induced by the Loy 
and ſtro Defire of Life, he Pad groſs 
falſified. The Caſe as he repreſented it t 
Mr. Foſter, was thus; ---- He had aſſerted i 
his Speech, that tho' he could have efcapec 
he aid 2 not chooſe it, becauſe the Conſe 
quences, in an Inſtant, appeared to hi 
more terrible, more ſhocking, than the mof 
| ons or ignominious Death : And there 

re he choſe to ſurrender and commit him 
felf to the King's Mercy, rather than to throy 
himſelf into the Hands of a foreign Power 
the natural Enemy to bis Country; with 
whom to have Merit, he muſt perſiſt i 
continued Acts of Violence to his Principles 
and of Treaſon and Rebellion againſt hi 
King and Cduntry : But the real Truth was 
That he had no Intention at all to ſurrender, 
and that his only View was to facilitate his 
Eſcape; for he thought the Body 1008 
which he advanced, were not the King 
but PFitz-Fames's Horſe, and that if 1 be 
could reach them, by mounting behind one 
of the Dragoons, his Eſcape would have 
been more certain, than, as he was then on 
Foot, it appeared to him in his preſent Si- 
tuation to be; tho' he did not find his Strength 
or Spirits in any conſiderable Degree impair'd. 
This, he thought, as it related to his inward 
Intention only, could not be diſcoyered but 


by his own Confeſtion, nor known to any 
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find more Credit, after ſuch a ſtriking 


had ſaid to him, 


| „ 
but God and his own Conſcience. But he | 
was willing to unburden his Soul, and purge | 
it of its ſecret Guilt; and therefore preſſed it 
upon him (Mr. Foſter) in a particular Man- 
ner, and eſpecially on the very Day before 
he was executed, not to forget to publiſh to 
the World this Circumſtance, becauſe, as he 
had ſolemnly uttered before to auguſt an Aſ- 


ſembly as the Houſe of Lords, a direct and 


known Untruth, he thought, if he ſhould 
dye without a Retraction of i it, and a publick 
Acknowledgment of his Offence, he muſt 


be conſidered as one, who preſamed to ap- 
pear before the Tri ounal of God with a Lye | 


in his Mouth. 


In this Place Mr. Foſter ſays, he could not | 


help thinking himſelf bound in Juſtice to 
Lady Kilmarnock to declare (and he thought 
it would be more proper to do it here than 
any where elſe, becauſe it would probably 
In- 
ſtance of the late Lord Kilmarnock's con- 
ſcientious Regard to Truth) that my Lord 
that, tho' his Lady was 
bred in different Sentiments, he thought her 
now more inclined to Whiggi/h than Face- 
bite Principles. And the Reverend and 
Honourable Mr. Home, | 
Lordſhip's Sollicitor, deſired Mr. Foſter to 
inform the World of another Thing, which 


he had expreſsly mentioned to them, viz. 
NOV. 1 that 


— — —_ — _ 


and Mr. Roſs his 


— 


1 — 


5 —— — 2 wo — 
— —y-̃ 2 —— 5; — Fon 3 
"4 d <a o * — ＋— — - — 


* 
>> 
— 


— e 
- 


„ 
that inſtead of exciting him to, ſhe had diſ- 
ſuaded him from entering into the late wicked 
and horrid Rebellion. 

As the Publick will, in all Probability, 
be curious to know what were Lord Kil.- 
marnock's Sentiments concerning Death, and 
the particular Kind of Death, which he ex- 
pected in purſuance of his Sentence, would 
be inflicted on him; Mr. Foſter relates the 
Subſtance of the Diſcourſes that paſſed be- 
tween them, upon theſe great, and, to the 
Generality of the World, moſt terrifying 
Subjects. 

On Monday the 11th of Auguſt, General 
Willamſon defired Mr. Foſter, in the gentleſt 
Terms he could uſe, to let my Lord know, 
that he had received the Order for his and 
Lord Balmerins's Execution. Mr. Fofter at 
firſt declined the ungrateful Office, and told 
the General, that he was ſo ſhocked at it, 
that he could not think of delivering the 
Meſſage himſelf, but would endeavour to 
prepare the unfortunate Lord, by diveſting 
him as far as he could of all Hope of Life, 
for his informing him of it. And he in- 
- tended to have gone no farther, but finding 
my Lord in a reſigned and calm Temper, 
Mr. Foſter told him, as General Williamſon 
Was coming up, that he would ſee the vaſt 


Importance, nay, the abſolute Neceſſity of 


attending ſcriouſly to what he had been faying] * 
about 
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« timely and certain Notice of it, 
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hended he would ſoon hear. 


Lord Kilmarnock immediately asked bim, | 


if the Warrant was come down for his Ex- 


ecution? The other told him it was, and 
that the Day fixed was the Monday follow- | 


ing. And as, upon this, the General im- 
mediately came into the Room, Mr. Foſter 


acquainted him, that Lord Kilmarnoch knew | 
already what he intended to inform him 


of. 


outward Beha diour of a Man, that knew 


and felt the Importance of the Scene of i 


Death, but without any Marks of Diſorder, 
without any unbecoming Anxiouſneſs or 
Terror. And to eſtabliſh and ſupport him 
in his preſent Quietude of Mind, Mr. Foſter 
told him, © That all Mankind were really 
* under Sentence of Death, tho' they knew 
not the Manner, or preciſe Time of its 
«© being executed; it might be to any Ons, 
* as ſoon, or ſooner, than his own ; that 
they not expecting it, nor having ſuch 
might 
e die wholly unguarded and unprepared; 


„ while he had Warning, and the moſt a- 
« wakening Motives to fit himſelf, in the 
„ beft Manner poſſible, for this grand and 
„ decciſive Event.” | 
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about his diligent and conſtant Preparation || 1 
for Death, by what, as he ſaid, he appr | 1 


My Lord received this News with the 
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My Lord ſaid, he had never been a Li- 
bertine in Principle, during all the Time 
that he was moſt inconſiderate and licen- 
tious in his Conduct; but had always firmly 
believed the great Truths of God's Being 
and Providence, and a future State of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments for Virtue and Vice, 
and that he had not been involved in the 
faſhionable Scepticiſm of the Times, with 
reſpect to Chriſtianity, that he was there- 
fore naturally concerned, and chiefly con- 
cerned about the Conſequences of Death, in 
compariſon of which he thought the Thing 
itſelf a Trifle, that as to the particular Man- 
ner of his Death, he thought he had no 
great Reaſon to be terrified, for that the 
Stroke appeared to be ſcarce ſo much as 
the Pain of drawing a Tooth, or the firſt 

'Shock cf the Cold Bath upon a weak and 
fearful Temper. 

When General Villiamſon, upon the Sa— 
turday preceding his Execution, gave him 
a minute Detail of all the Circumſtances of 
Solemnity and outward Terror that would 
accompany it; he heard it with as much 
Shew of Compoſure, as a Man of a tender 
compaſſionate Spirit would read the Account 
of it, in an Inſtance where he was not per- 
ſonally concerned. He was told, That on 


Monday about Ten in the Morning, the 
Sheriffs would come to demand the Priſoners, 
who 
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who would be delivered to them at the 
Gate of the Tower ; that from thence, if 
their Lordſhips thought proper, they ſhould: |! 


walk on foot to the Houſe appointed on 
Towwer-Hill for their Reception, where the 
Rooms would be hung with Black, to make 


the more decent and ſolemn Appearance, and 
that the Scaffold alſo would be covered with, 


black Cloth ; that his Lordſhip might repoſe 
and prepare himſelf, in the Room fitted 
up for him, as long as he thought it con- 


venient, remembering only, that the Warrant. 


for the Execution was limited to, and eon- 


ſequently expired at One o'Clock ; that be- 
cauſe of a Complaint made by Lord Ken- |! 


mure, that the Block was too low, it was 


ordered to be raiſed to the Heighth of two ll 


Feet; that it might be the more firmly 


fixd, Props would be placed directly under g 
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it, that the Certainty or Decency of the 


Execution might not be obſtructed by any 


Concuſſion, or ſudden Jirk of the Body. 
All this Lord K:/marnock, without the leaſt: | 


viſible Emotion, expreſſed his Satisfaction 
in: But when the General told him, that, 
two mourning Hearſes would be provided, 


and placed cloſe by the Scaffold, that when 


the Head was ſtruck off, the Coffins might 


be ſoon taken out to receive the Bodies, 


he ſaid, that he thought it would be better 
for the Coffins to be upon the Scaffold, for 
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by that Means the Bodies would be (till. 
ſooner removed out of Sight. And being 
farther informed, that an Executioner was 
provided who would perform his Work dex- 
terouſly, and that he was a very good Sort 
of Man, my Lord anſwered, General, this 
is one of the worſt Circumſtances that you 
could have mentioned; I cannot thoroughly 
like, for ſuch Buſineſs, your good Sort of 
Men: For one of that Character, I appre- 
hend, muſt be a tender-hearted and com- 
paſſionate Man, and a rougher and leſs ſen- 
ſible Temper might be fitter to be employ'd. 
After this, Lord Kilmarnock defired, That 
| four Perſons might be appointed to receive 
the Head, when it was ſevered from the 
Body, in a red Cloth, that it might not, as 
he had been informed was the Cale in ſome 
' former Executions, roll about the Scaffold, 


and be thereby mangled and disfigured : For 


| fmall Circumſtance, he was not willing that 

his Body ſhould appear with any unneceſſary 
Indecency, after the juſt Sentence of the Law 

| was ſatisfied. | 

{ Mr. Foſter could not perceive, but that 

he talked of all theſe Particulars with Eaſe 


bers, he ſays, made him tremble, chiefly 
{ becauſe he apprehended that they would 
* produce 
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| that tho' this was, in Compariſon, but a 


and Freedom, tho” the Relation, he remem- - 
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duce in my Lord ſome Perturbation and 
ſtreſs of Mind, ; : 
Mr. Foſter thinks it proper to add, that 
en my, Lord was told, that his Head 
puld be held up to the Multitude, and 
blic Proclamation made, that, that was 
e Head of a Traitor ; he replied, That 
is he knew to be uſual on all ſuch Occa- 
and ſpoke of it as a Thing of no Sig- 
ficancy in the Affair at all, and did not in 
o leaf affect him, And Mr. Foſter ſays, he 
yer heard, either before or after he was de- 
ered into the Cuſtody of the Sheriffs, that 
intimated the leaſt Concern to have 
is Part of the diſmal Ceremony diſpenſed 
- [and therefore it has greatly ſu 5 
e People that it ſbould be omitted, and 
5 occafioned ſome odd Conjectures.] Mr. 


on of the two Lords, ſays, it was at my 
d's particular Regueſt, and that the Law 


. Foſter) ſays, that all Lord K:/marnocts 
ends, 'who attended him in his laſt Mo- 
ents, are ready to concur with him in 
aking the ſame Declaration, that they 


ondered at it. 
After the Converſation above-mentioned, 
tween Lord Kilmarnock and General Wil- 


ſon, Mr. Foſter thought it proper to 
adviſe. 
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rd indeed, in his Account of the Execu- 


n't require it: But the firſt Gentleman 


ver expected it would have been fo, and 


[ 96 ] 

adviſe him to think frequently on the out] M 
ward Apparatus and Formalities that woulſ Ser 
attend his Death, that theſe Circumſtance ma 
{triking to Senſe, might impreſs his Mir 
with Horror, and diſarm him of Part of 
Reſolution, if he was not by Reflection thi 
rovghly prepared for the Scene; but if thi 
were habitvated to the Mind, they would | 
a great Meaſure, loſe their Influence, al 
he conſidered as no more than the Appendag 
of a Subject vaſtly more great, and wort 
his Contemplation. And he declared, 
the Morning of his Execution, that be ha 
taken this Method with himſelf, and hopq to 

that theſe Things would diſcompoſe hid or 
but little, nor create any Weakneſs, or Ii De 
decency in his Behaviour, he allowed win o. 
Mr. F'o/ter that they were nothing fo terribſſo 

in themſelves, as the dying after a difpiritfſon 
ing and lingering Diſtemper, in a ſileſ Me 
melancholy darkened Room, with languifid 
and exhauſted Spirits, and his Friends ſtand wh 
ing round him, with lively Marks of Sorroſliev 
and Anguiſh 1n their Countenances, expedon 

ing and deploring his Fate. Inti 
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To come to the Concluſion of this di er) 
mal Scene, his Behaviour on the Day of tha 
Lccution, Mr. Fiſter attended him in tHſuſ 
Moining abuut Eight o'Clock, and foun{Du; 
Inn in a moſt calm and happy Tempend 
without any Diſturbance or Confuſion i in Mill 
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ul Mind, and with apparent Marks of Eaſe and 
al Serenity in his Aſpect. And that the World 
& may the better judge of the Propriety of his 
Behaviour from that Time to the Time of his 
Death, Mr. Foſter ſays, he will firſt declare 
what his Lordſhip's profeſſed Sentiments 
J were concerning himſelf, and the Manner 
| Jin which he choſe to die; and then briefly. 
al point out what, in his Opinion, was the 
2A utmoſt Decency of Conduct in one in his 
il Circumſtances, under the Impreſſion of ſuch 
FSentiments and Principles. | 
hal Mr. Foſter obſerved to him, that to affect 
pe to brave Death, when he juſtly ſuffered 
hig for his Crimes, could have no Shew of a true 
Ii Decorum in it; and that to manifeſt no 
vig Concern at all, where the Conſequence was 
ibſſo awful, and the Stake infinite, was, in 
iriſſome Degree unbecoming even in the beſt 
le Men. My Lord aſſented to what Mr. Fofter 
gulfſaid, and told him farther, That for a Man 
andwho had led a diſſolute Lite, and yet be- 
roſſieved the Conſequences of Death, to put 
xedon ſuch an Air of Daringneſs and abſolute 

Patrepidity, muſt argue him either to be 
difvery ſtupid or very impious ; and faid farther, - 
f Mthat though he entirely acquieſced in the 
_ Uuſtice of his Sentence, and thought it his 
DunDuty wholly to reſign himſelf to the wiſe 
wepnd equal Diſpoſals of Providence, he had 
ill this Clog upon his Mind, that he could 
In Not 
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not be ſure his Repentance was ſincere, be- 
cauſe. it had never been tried. Mr. Fyſter 
anſwered him, that if he aimed at Certainty 
in this grand Point, he might unneceſſarily 
perplex and diſtreſs his Mind, becauſe, for 
the very Reaſon which he had aſſigned, 
that is to ſay, for Want of proper Opportu- 
nities to try and prove the Truth of his 
Repentance, ſuch a Certainty was not at- 
tainable by any Perſon in his Condition, 

At my Lord's Deſire, Mr. Foſter made 
a ſhort Prayer with him, ſoon after which 
General Milliamſon came to inform him, that 
the Sheriffs waited for the Priſoners : At the 
receiving this awful Summons to go to 
Death, he was, not in the leaſt ſtartled, but 
faid calmly and gracefully, General, I am 
ready, I'll fallow you. At the Foot of the 
Stairs he met and embraced Lord Balmeri no, 
as. before-mentioned in the Account of that 
Lord. From thence he walked with the 
uſual Formalities to the Tower-Gate, and, 
after being delivered into the Cuſtody of the 
Sheriffs, went to the Houſe provided for the 
Purpoſe, the late Tranſport-Office, on Tower- 
Hill, near the Scaffold. 

My Lord Kilmarnock ſpent his Retirement 
here in a Manner ſuitable to his unhappy 
Circumſtances, Mr, Foſter frequently com- 
forting him with ſeaſopable Exhortations, 
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to the Sheriffs Obſervance, ** That he de- 
« clared himſelf a Proteſtant, and thoroughly 
« ſatisfied with the Legality of his Majeſty 
« King George's Title to the Throne of. 
« theſe Realms; that he himſelf was edu- 
« cated in theſe Principles, and had con- 
« ſtantly adhered to them, till after the 
« breaking out of the Rebellion, which he 
« heartily repented of ever engaging in, 
% and that he prayed for the Good of his 
% Country, and for the Continuance of the 
«© Crown in his Majeſty and his Deſcendants 
till the lateſt Poſterity.“ 

The Time being now pretty far advanced, 
(as was hinted to his Lordſhip by the She- 
riffs Deſire) Mr. Foſter told him, that after 
having taken a few Minutes to compoſe 
himſelf, he thought it would be proper. 
to allow him to pray with him, and 
then proceed to the Scaffold, After this 
Mr. Foſter addreſſed himſelf to the Specta- 
tors of this mournful Scene, to join with 
him fervently in this laſt ſolemn Office, and 
in recommending the Soul of an unhappy: 
Perſon, who gave ſo many lively Marks of, 
his ſincere Penitence for the Crime of his 
Rebellion to the Mercy of God, with which 
Requeſt they all readily comply'd. 

Lord Kilmarnock had often proteſted, that 
he would, in his 14% Moments, pray for his 
King and Country, therefore Mr. Foſter, 
* towards 
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towards the Concluſion of his Prayer for him, 
oftered up the following Petitions to that 
Purpoſe; which my Lord had before, in 
the Tower, expreſſed his entire Satisfaction 
in, And we now from our Hearts, and at 
the particular Deſire of thy Servant, upon 
whoſe Account eſpecially we preſume at this 
Time to addreſs thy Throne, and offer up 
our united fervent Prayers, that thou would f 
preſerve, bleſs, and honour our only right- 
ful Sovereign Lord King Gxo RGE; that 
thou would'ſt crown him with Glory and 
Renown ; that in his Reign there may be 
abundance of Peace; that his Royal Progeny 
may long fit, with Luſtre and Dignity, upon 
the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, undiſturbed by 
Rebellions, and the Tumults of ſeditious and 
violent Men; and that our holy Religion, and 
ineſlimable Britiſh Liberties, may be trans 
mitted down ſecure and ſacred to our Poſterity, 
even to the lateſt Generations. 

After Prayer was ended, Lord K:/mar- 
noch took his laſt Farewel of the Gentle- 
men who attended him in a very affecti- 
onate Manner, and went out of the Room, 
preceded by the Sheriffs, and accompanied 
by his Friends. As he was ſtepping 1n- 
to the Scaffold, notwithſtanding the great 
Pains he had taken to Familiarize the out- 
ward Appartus of Death to his Mind, Na- 
ture ſtill recurred upon him; fo that be- 
ing 
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„ing truck with ſuch a Variety of dreadſul } 
at Objects at once, the Multitude, the Block, 
ng his Coftin, the Executioner, the Inſtrument 
nl of Death, he turned about, and ſaid to Mr. 
tf Home. Home, this is terrible. This Ex- 
ny prettion, fo ſuitable to the awful Occaſion, 
5D mult, to all who know the human Heart, 
appear to be nothing elſe than the Language 
FE of Nature, and was far from being a Mark 
of unmanly Fear; being pronounced with 
al a ſteady Countenance, and Firmneſs of 
2d Voice, Indications of a Mind unbroken and 
be not diſconcerted. His whole Behaviour was 
DV io humble and rcfhipncd, that not only his 
Friends, but every Spectator, was deeply 
moved - even the Executioner burſt into 
10 Tears, and was obliged to uſe artificial Spirits 

uh to ſupport and ſtrengthen him. 
„Mr. Foſter, having talked with his Lord= 
Y) ſhip a conſiderabl Time to ſupport him in | 
his Penitence and Reſignation, embraced 
him, and then left him in the ſame calm 
© Diſpoſition, quitting: the Scaffold ſome Mi- 
nutes before his Exccution. | 
The Exccutioner being introduced to him, 
asked his Lordſhip Forgiveneſs for the pain- 
1 ful Office aſſigued him; which he very rea- 
Al dily did and gave him a Purſe of Gold, de- 
firing him to have Courage, and acquainted 
a- him that the Signal for the Stroke ſhould 
©} be the dropping a Handkerchief, i 
| Spedta- 
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Spectators at a Diſtance, not knowing the 
true Cauſe of the Stroke's being retarded, 
aſcribed it to Puſillanimity: But, in reality, 
that Delay was owing only to a few trivial 
Circumſtances which it is neceſſary to men- 
tion in Vindication of the Behaviour of that 
noble Penitent, which was uniformly con- 
ducted by the Rules of juſt Decorum, from 
all Imputation of unmanly Fear in the criti- 
cal Moment. My Lord's Hair having been 
dreſſed in a Bag it took ſome Time to un- 
do it, and put it up in his Cap. The Tuck- 
ing his Shirt under the Waiſtcoat, that it 
might not obſtruct the Blow, was the Oc- 
caſion of ſome farther ſmall Delay. But as 
ſoon as theſe Preliminaries were adjuſted, his 
Lordſhip took out a Paper containing the 
Heads of his Devotion, went forward to his 
laſt Stage, and decently kneeled down at the 
Block. Whether it was to ſupport himſelf, 
or as a more convenient Poſture for Devo- 
tion, he happened to lay his Hands with his 
Head upon the Block ; which the Execu- 
tioner obſerving prayed his Lordſhip to let 
his Hands fall down, leaſt they ſhould be 
mangled, or break the Blow. Then he was 
told, that the Neck of his Waiſtcoat was in 
the Way; upon which he roſe up, and 
with the Help of one of his Friends, (Mr. 
Walkinſhaw of Scotſton) had it taken off. 
This done, and the Neck made bare to the 
2p hy Shoulders, 
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Shoulders, he again kneeled down as before. 
And what ſufficiently ſhews, that he enjoyed 
full Preſence of Mind to the laſt, Mr. Home's 
Servant, who held the Cloth to receive the 
Head, heard him fay to the Executioner, 
that, in two Minutes, he would 'give the 
Signal. That dreadful Interval, to his Friends, 
who were then upon the Rack, appeared 
much longer, but thoſe who meaſared found 
it juſt about two Minutes. This Time he 
ſpent in moſt fervent Devotion, as appeared 
by the Motion of his Hands and now and 
then of his Head; having then fixed his 
Neck on the Block, he gave the Signal, 
his Body remained without tae leaſt Motion, 
except what was given it by the Stroke of 
Death, which he received full, and was 
thereby happily eaſed of all his Pain, 


The Head was received into a Piece of, 


Scarlet Cloth, and with the Body depoſited 
in a Coffin on which was the following In- 
ſcription, Willielmus Dominus de . Kilmar- 
nock Decollatus. 18 die Auguſti, 1740. 
Atatis ſuæ 42. 8 5 

Thus deſervedly fell, tho' hunble and fe- 
lenting, the late Earl of Kilmarnock,” a' Sa- 
crifice to the Juſtice of his Country. His 
Perſon . was tall and graceful, his Counte- 
nance mild, and his Complexion pale, and 
he had Abilities, if they had been properly 


applied, which might have rendered him ca- 


pable 


1 


n 
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pale of bringing an Increaſe of Honour to 
his Family inſtead of Ruin and Diſgtace. 


The following - Paper was delivered by the 


Earl of KitmaRnock to Mr. Fos TER, 
be Day before his Execution, Sunday, 
Auguſt 17, 1746. 


Ms it would be a vain Attempt in me to 
ſpeak diſtinctly to that great Concourſe 
of People, who will probably be preſent at my 


Execution, I chuſe to leave this behind me, 
as my laſt folemn Declaration, appealing 


for- my Integrity, to God, who knows my 
Heart: | 
I bleſs God, I have little Fear of tem- 
poral Death, though attended with many 


outward Circumſtances of Terror: The great- 
[eſt Sting 1 feel in Death is, that I have 


deſerved it. | 
Lord Balmerino, my Fellow-Sufferer, to 


do him Juſtice, dies in a profeſſed Adhe- 


rence to the miſtaken Principles he had im- 


bibed from his Cradle. But I engaged in the 
Rebellion, in Oppoſition io my own Princi- 


ples and to thole of my Family, in Con- 


tradiction to the whole Tenor of my Con- 
duct, till within theſe few Months, that] 
was wickedly induced to renounce my Alle- 


giance, which ever before I had preſerved 


and held inviolable. I am in little Pain for 


tho 


on 
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the Refletions which the inconſiderate or 
prejudiced Part of my Country:nen (if there 
are any ſuch whom my (uffcring the juſt 


Sentence of the Law has t mollified) may 
caſt upon me for this Confeſſion. The Wile, 


or more Ingenuous, will, I hope, approve } 
my Conduct, and allow with me, That, 
next to doing Right is, to have the Courage 
and Integrity to own, that I have done 


n | 

_ Groundleſs Accuſations of Cruelty have 
been raiſed and propagated concerning me, 
and Charges, ſpread among the People, of 
my having ſollicited for, nay, actually ſigned 
Orders of general ſavage Deſtruction, ſeldom 
iſſued among the moſt barbarous Nations, 
and which my Soul abhors. And, that the 
general Temper of my Mind was ever averſe 
from, and ſhock'd at groſs Inſtances of In- 


humanity, I appeal to all my Friends and 


Acquaintance who have known me moſt in- 
timately, and even to thoſe Priſoners of the 
King's Troops to whom I had Acceſs, and 
whom I ever had it in my Power to re- 
lieve; I appeal in particular, for my Juſ- 
tification as to this juſtly deteſted and horrid 
Crime of Cruelty, to Captain-Maſter of Roſs, 
Captain Lieutenant Ræxon, and Lieutenant 
George Cuming of Alter. . 

Theſe Gentlemen will, 1 am perſuaded, 
as far as relates to themſelves, and as far a 
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| has fallen within their Knowlege or credible 
Information, do me Juſtice ; and then ſurely, 
| my Countrymen will not load a Perſon, al- 
ready too guilty and "unfortunate, with un- 
E deſerved Infamy, which may not only fix 
itſelf on his own Character, but reflect Diſ- 
honour on his Family. 

I have no more to fay, but that I am 
| perſuaded, if Reaſons of State, and the De- 
mands of public Juſtice had permitted his 
Majeſty to follow the Dictates of his own 
| Royal Heart, my Sentence might have been 
| mitigated, Had it pleaſed God to prolong 
my Life, the Remainder of it ſhould have 
been faithfully employed in the Service of 
my juſtly offended Sovereign, and in conſtant 
Endeavours to wipe away the very Remem- 
brance of my Crime. h 

I now, with my dying Breath, beſeech 
Almighty God, to bleſs my only rightful 
Sovereign King GEoRGE, and preſerve him 
from the Attempts of public and private Ene- 
| mics. May his Majeſty, and his illuſtrious 
Deſcendants be ſo guided, by the Divine 
Providence, as ever to govern with that 
Wiſdom, and that Care, for the public 
Good, as will preſerve to them the Love of 
their Subjects, and ſecure their Right to 
reign over a free and happy People to the 


lateſt Poſterity. 


G 
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The following is an Extract cf a LETTER 


of Lord R1LMARNOCK 70 his Son. 


Dear Boype, Dated, Tower, Aug. 17, 1746. 


I muſt take this Way to bid you fare- 
wel, and I pray Gefl may for cver bleſs you and 
guide you in this World, and bring you to a 
happy Immortality in the World to come. 
I muſt likewiſe give you my laſt Advice, 
Seek God in your Youth, and when you 
are old he will not depart from you. Be at 
Pains to acquire good Habits now, that they 
may grow up and become ſtrong in you, 
Love Mankind, and do ſuſtice to all Men, 
Do Good to as many as you can, and neither 
ſhut your Ears nor your Purſe to thoſe in 
Distress, whom it is in vour Power to re- 
lieve. Believe me, you will find more Jo 

in one Beneficent Action, and in your Li 
Mornings you will be more happy with the 
Reflection of having made any one Perſon 
ſo, who without your Aſſiſtance would have 
been miſerable, than in the Enjoyments of 
all the Pleature of Senſe (which pail in the 
Uting) and of all the Pomps and gaudy 
Shew of the World, Live within your Cit- 
cumſtanccs, by which Means you will have 
it in your Power to do Good to others, 


Above all Things, continue in your Loyalty N 


N 
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to his preſent Majeſty and the Succeſſion to 
| the Crown, as by Law eſtabliſhed. Look on 
that as the Baſis of the civil and religious Li- 
berty and Property of every Individual in the 
Nation. Prefer the Public Intereſt to your 
own, wherever they interfere. Love your 
Family and your Children, when you have 
any ; but never let your Regard for them 
drive'you on the Rock I ſplit upon, when 
on that Account I departed from my Prin- 
ciples, and brought the Guilt of Rebellion 
and civil and particular Deſolation on my 
Head, for which I am now under the Sen- 
tence juſtly due to my Crime. Uſe all your 
Intereſt to get your Brother pardoned and 
brought home as ſoon as poſſible, that his 
| Circumſtances, and bad Influence of thoſe 
be is among, may not induce him to accept 

of foreign Service, and loſe him both to his 
Country and his Family. If Money can be 
found to ſapport him, I wiſh you would 
adviſe him to go to Geneva, where his Prin- 
Eiples of Religion and Liberty will be con- 
firmed, and where he may ſtay till you ſee 
if a Pardon can be procured him. As ſoon 
as Commodore Barnet comes home, enquire 
for your Brother Billie, and take Care of 
him on my Account. I muſt again recom- 
mend your unhappy Mother to you. Com- 
fort her, and take all the Care you can of 
your Brothers: And may God of his infinite 
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Mercy preſerve, guide, and conduct you and 
them through all the Viciſſitudes of this Life, 
and after it bring you to the Habitations of 
the Juſt, and make you happy in the Enjoy- 
ment of himſelf to all Eternity. 


My Lord Kilmarnock got the three fol- 
lowing Petitions delivered. The Firſt 


To the KING“ Moſt Sacred Majeſty, 


The humble Petition WILLIAM Earl of 


| 
Kilmarnock, 


Sheweth, 


F HE Petition er having met with the ; 


Condemnation jultly due to his Crime, 
preſumes, throwing himſelf at your Majeſty's | 
Feet, to implore your Majeſty's Royal Cle- | 
mency, and, tho' very ſenſible that no- 
thing can excuſe or mitigate his Crime, hopes | 
he may be conſidered in your Majeſty's Eye, | 
as an Object of Compaſſion and Pity. 

His Family's conſtant Attachment to the 
Revolution Intereſt, and that of your illuſtri- 
ous Houſe, his Father's Zeal and Activity 
in Support of both, when attacked by your 
late Royal Father's Enemies in 1715, his } 
own appearing in Arms (tho' then but young) 
under his Father, the whole Tenor of his 
K 3 Conduct 
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Conduct ſince that Time, and the Sentiments 
of Duty and Loyalty in which he has edu- 
{ cated his eldeſt Son, who now has the Ho- 
nour of bearing your Majeſty's Commiſſion, 
| tho' no Diminztion of his Guilt, may yet 
let in a Preſumption, that he has offended 
more from Raſhneſs and the Deſigns of 
| wicked and ill-diſpoſed Perſons, than from 
any Principle of Pilaffection to your Ma- 
jeſt 

5 The Petitioner humbly begs Leave to ac- 
| quaint your Majeſty, that he influenced 


# nanker Tenant nor Follower of his to af- 


ſiſt or abet the Rebellion; but, on the con- 
tiary, that between the Time of the Battle 
of Preſton, and his unhappy Junction with 
the Rebels, he went to the Town of Kz/- 
| marnock, influenced its Inhabitants, as far 
as he could, and by their Means their neigh- 
bouring Boroughs to riſe in Arms for your 
| Majeſty's Service, which had ſo good an 
| Effect, that 200 Men of K:/marnock appeared 
very ſoon in Arms, and remained fo all the 
Winter at Glaſs, or other Places as they 
were ordered. And even in the Midſt of 
his greateſt Delution, when in Arms againſt 
| your Sacred Majeſty and your Authority, it 
| was the Petitioner's conſtant Care (as far as 
in his Power) to protect your faithful Sub- 
jets from Injury in their Perſons or Eſtates, 
He extended his Care to ſuch of your Ma- 

jelty's 
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jeſty's Troops as had the Misfortune of falling 


into the Hands of the Rebels, both Officers | 


and private Men, finding better Uſage, and 
their Condition rendered more ſupportable 
thro' his Means, than it would otherwiſe 
have been; as many of them can, and the 


Petitioner believes will, teſtify when called | 


upon. 


The Petitioner was not taken, but ſur- | 
rendered himſelf at the Battle of Culloden, | 


having left thoſe he was joined with, when 
they were got ſo far, that moſt, if not all 
of them eſcaped, except himſelf, who from 


- — - ga 


thence turned down to the Ground where 
the Dragoons were drawn up at a conſider- 


able Diſtance, and this at a Time when he 


might caſily have made his Eſcape, being 
near no Body, nor any in purſuit of him. 


He choſe Submiſſion as far preferable to Ob- 


ſtinacy in Rebellion. His firit Principles. 


revived in his Breaſt. He determined rather 


to run the Riſque of an ignominious Death, 


as the Atonement of his Treaſon, than to 


recur to and become dependant upon a foreign | 


Power, that Power cipecially being the na- 


tural Enemy of his Country, and your Ma- 


jeſty the Father of it. 


Under theſe Circumſtances, SIR. it is, 


that the unhappy Petitioner (more fo from 


Remorſe of having violated his Allegiance 


to your Majeſty, than from the Sentence 
. K 4 he 
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ne lies under) dares to approach your Throne, 
and implore your Royal Mercy, and which 
he hopes for, as he cannot reproach himſelf 


with any Guilt precedent to this fatal Breach 
of his Duty. 


T0 His Royal Highneſs the PRINCE 
4 of W ALE S. 

[7 humble Petition of WILLIAM Earl of 
| Kilmarnock, 


J Sheweth, 


HAT though the Petitioner met 
with the Condemnation juſtly due to 
his. Crime, preſumed to throw himſelf at his 
| Majeſty's Fect, and implore his Majeſty's 
| Royal Clemency : and, though very ſenſible 
that nothing can excuſe or mitigate his 
Crime, hopes he may be conſidered by his 
Maj jeſty as an Object of Compaſſion. 
His Family's conſtant Attachment to the 
Revolution Intereſt, and that of your illuſtri- 
ous Houle ; his Father's Zeal . Activity in 
E fupport of both, when attacked by his late 


| pearing in Arms (though then but young) 
under his Father; the whole Tenor of his 
Conduct fince chat Time; and the Senti- 
imcuts of Duty and Loyalty in which he has 
; educated 


| Majeſty's Enemies in 1715; his own ap- 
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ducated his Eldeſt Son, who now has the 
onour of bearing his Majeſty's Commiſſion, 
hough no Diminution of his Guilt, may yet 
et in a Preſumption, that he has offended 
ore from Raſhneſs and the Defigns of wick- 
d and ill-diſpoſed Perſons, and other Cauſes, 
than from any Principles of Diſaffection to 
bis Majeſty. | 

The Petitioner humbly begs Leave to ac- 
quaint your Royal Highneſs, That he influ- 
enced neither Tenant nor Follower of his to 
aſſiſt or abet the Rebellion. But on the con- 
trary, That, between the Time of the Bat- 
tle of Preſton, and his unhappy Junction 
with the Rebels, he went to the 'Town of 
Kilmarnock, influenced the Inhabitants, as 
tar as he could, and by their Means likewiſe 
influenced their neighbouring Boroughs, to 
riſe in Arms for his Majeſty's Service ; which 
had ſo good an Effect, that 200 Men of K- 
marnock appeared very ſoon in Arms, and 
remained ſo all the Winter at G/aſzow, or 
other Places, as they were ordered. And 
even 1n the Midit of his greateſt Deluſion, 
when in Arms againſt his ſacred Majeſty and 
his Authority, it was the, Petitioner's con- 
ſtant Care (as far as in his Power) to protect 
his Majeſty's faithful Subjects from Injury in 
their Perſons or Eſtates, He extended his 
Care to ſuch of his Majeſty's Troops, as had 
the Misfortune of falling into the Hands 2 
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the Rebels; both Officers and private Mey 
finding better Uſage, and their Condition 
rendered more ſupportable, thro' his Means, 
than it would otherwiſe have been; as many 
of them can, and the Petitioner believes, 
will teſtify, when called upon. 

The Petitioner was not taken, but ſur— 
rendered himſelf at the Battle of Culloden, 
having left thoſe he was joined with, when 
they were got fo far, that moſt, if not all 
of them eſcaped, except himſelf ; who from 
thence turned down to the Ground where 
the Dragoons were drawn up at a conſider- 
able Diſtance ; and this at a Time when he 
might eaſily have made his Eſcape, being 
near no Body, nor any in purſuit of him, 
He choſe Submiſſion, as far preferable to 
Obſtinacy in Rebellion, His firſt Principles 
revived in his Breaſt. He determined rather 
to run the Riſque of an ignominious Death, 
as the Atonement of his Treaſon, than to 
recur to, and become dependant upon a 
foreign Power, the natural Enemy of his 
Country, and his Majeſty the Father of 


it. 


Your Petitioner therefore begs Leave, ta 
implore your Royal Highneſs's Interceſſion 
with bis Majejly in his Bebalf, for a 
Life, which always has been, till this 
unhappy Interruption, and if ſpared, 

Jhall 
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ſhall be ſpent in the Service of his Ma- 
jefly, of your Royal Highneſs, and your 
auguſt Houſe; and in the moft » fervent 
Prayers for the Happineſs and Proſpe- 
rity of your illuſtrious Family. 


To his Royal Highneſs the D U K E. 


Petition of WILLIAM Earl of Kilmarnock, 
Priſoner in the Tower of London, under 


Sentence of Death, 


Humbly ſheweth, 


H A T your Petitioner is already, on 
his Acknowledgment, convicted of 
the greateſt of all Crimes, that of High- 
Treaſon, by Rebellion againſt his moſt Sa- 
cred Majeſty and his Country, and has re- 
ceived the Sentence of Death juſtly due, 
Your Petitioner has heard your Royal 
Highneſs was informed, that he was guilty of 
other aggravating Crimes, which alone would 
render him an Object of Horror and De- 
teſtation to all good Men, tho' the Guilt of 
Rebellion had not been added to them, that 
of adviſing the putting to Death thoſe were 
Priſoners before the Battle of Culloden; and 


adviſing or approving of the bloody * bar- 
| rous 
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bardus Order for giving no Quarter to his 
Majeſty's Troops at that Battle. 

Your Petitioner begs Leave to aſſure your 
Royal Highneſs, that he never gave, or had 
any Opportunity to give ſach Advice, That 
he never was at a Council, while he was 66 
unhappy as to be engaged in the Rebellion, 
except one at Derby; for which he appeals 
to any in or about London, who may know, 
if ever he was feen at one. 

- Crucky was never a Part of your Peti- 
tioner's Character, either in the former Part 
of his Life, or during his Engagement with 
the Rebels; and many Priſoners, all he had 
acceſs to, will teſtify that his Behaviour to, 
and Care of them, thewed a very different 
Diſpoſition. If ever. there was ſuch a Pro- 
pofal made, with reſpect to the Priſoners, 
vour Petitioner muſt Have fallen under the 
Imputation of it, by a Miſtake of Names, 
he himfelf having never heard of it. 

For the Order to give no Quarter your 
Petitioner likewite proteſts he never knew or 
heard of any ſuch Thing, till he was ſome 
Days a Priſoner at {rverneſs; nor could he 
give Credit to the Report of it, till he was 
affured your Roval Highneſs had got the 
original Order, fign'd, George Murray. And 
the Petitioner preſumes, that Order muſt 
have been given by the Perſon who fign'd 


it of himſelf; for all Orders that ever came 
to 
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to your Petitioner's Hands, were fign'd by 
Mr. Soulevan. 

Your Petitioner moſt humbly intreats your 
Royal Highneſs, out of your princely Juſtice 
and Compaſiion, for an untortunate Man, 
already unhappy enough from his Conſciouſ- 
neſs of the Crime he is juſtly condemned for, 
o entertain no ſuch Sentiments of him as 
would aggravate the Odium of his Memory, 
and add to the Guilt of his publick Offence, 
by private Injuries in the Conduct of it. And 
that your Royal Highneſs would be pleaſed 
to inform yourſelf of the Truth of what 
is above humbly repreſented, from thoſe 
who may beſt know, and if it ſhall appear, 
or be preſumeable, that your, Royal High- 
neſs's Information has not been well ground- 
ed, or that any Miſtake of Names has been 
the Cauſe of it; let no more be imputed to 
the Petitioner than he juſtly deſerves. Let 
not his Character ſuſter for the Faults of 
others; and Cruelty and Inhumanity, without 
ground, be added: to his public. Crime of Re- 


bellion. 


And if your Royal Highneſs ſhall, upon 
farther Examination, find Reaſon to be- 
lieve vour Petitioner innocent of theſe 
malicious and deteſtable Sentiments, be 
humbly begs Leave to implore your Royal 

Highneſs's Interceſſien with his Majeſty in 

is 
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bis Behalf, for a Life which always hai 
been, till this unhappy Interruption, and 
ſhall, in all that may remain of it, be 
ſpent in the Service of his Majeſty, your 
Royal Highneſs, and your auguſt Houſe 
and in the moſt fervent Prayers for th: 
Happineſs and Proſperity of your illu- 
 flirious Family. 
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